
The Italian Hospital Pharmacy Association (Società Italiana di
Farmacia Ospedaliera e dei Servizi Farmaceutici delle
Aziende Sanitarie - SIFO) is a national cultural and scientific

association of hospital pharmacists and the pharmaceutical
services provided by local health units (LHUs). It alone represents
almost all public pharmacies contracted to the national health 
service (SSN) but also those of private hospital institutions. The
SIFO was founded on 14th June 1952 and has its headquarters
in Milan. So last year it celebrated its half a century of existence
on the occasion of the convention that took place on 27th
September 2002 in Milan on the theme: "SIFO, 50 years –
Remembering the past in order to understand the present and
plan for the future".
The association is mainly concerned with the promotion and 
co-ordination of the scientific, technical and administrative actions
of hospital pharmacies in order to improve professional standards.
It also undertakes to monitor, keep up to date and improve the
resources available to hospital pharmacists for the development,
production and distribution of medicines. Furthermore it is 
interested in improving the working practices and administrative 
standards employed in hospitals so that cost efficiency is 
constantly maintained or improved. Finally, the association 
welcomes and encourages all initiatives that may promote the
ethical and cultural dimension of the conduct of the pharmaceu-
tical profession in hospital pharmacies and in the pharmaceutical
services of LHUs.

Organisation
Under the terms of the association's statutes, the SIFO has a
Scientific committee (SC) and a Board of Governors (BG), with a
chairman, a vice-chairman, a secretary, a treasurer and five board
members, elected every five years. The actions of the BG are 
controlled by a Supervisory Board. The members elect regional
delegates in each region, who undertake to co-ordinate the local
activities in accordance with the guidelines fixed by the BG at the
national level.
During an extraordinary national assembly convened on 11th
June 2002 in Reggio Calabre, the association adopted a new
revised version of its statutes. This was done in order to go
through the administrative formalities that were needed for it to
obtain the legal status that would enable the association to 
benefit from certain tax advantages. The main changes 
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introduced to the former statutes of 25th
May 1998, concern administrative aspects
such as changing the election methods.
The Assembly also made some proposals
for major changes (allowing pharmacists
who do not work in a hospital setting to
join and possibly revising the eligibility of 
the national organs), but the BG decided 
to postpone their evaluation until the 
national Congress that will be held in
Venice in 2003. 

Scientific Activities 
The association's scientific activities are
grouped around a variety of subjects and
themes of general interest to the phar-
macy profession within the SSN. The fields
in which the association is involved and for
which it has set up a local person in charge
and a working party include oncology,
infectious diseases, pharmacovigilance,
emergency pharmaceutical assistance and
pharmaceutical support, cardiovascular
diseases, geriatrics, radiopharmacy,

pharmacoepidemiology, the development
of management and quality systems and 
clinical and bioethical research. Other 
particular scientific activities may be added
to this list from time to time, and are
managed in the same way with a local
person in charge and a working party.

In addition to the CS the SIFO has working
arrangements with a number of scientific
and technical institutions. These include
the Study Centre, which is a research part-
ner of the Italian Mario Negri Institute, and
which has built up a national and interna-
tional reputation with other institutions,
both governmental and research. The SIFO
Pharmacoeconomy Laboratory turns its
attention to many areas of current interest
and seeks suitable instruments for defining
the priorities in the field of health; it is also
has an excellent relationship with scientific
institutions, the Ministry of Health and the
pharmaceutical industry. Finally, the
Medical Devices Laboratory devotes itself

to transferring the expertise built up by
pharmacists to improving the effectiveness
of such devices. 

Publications
The SIFO edits and publishes reviews, 
compilations as well as other documents
connected with the activities of the
association. The SIFO reviews are the
"Giornale Italiano di Farmacia Clinica"
(Italian Journal of Clinical Pharmacy),
which is a quarterly journal dealing with
topics relating to epidemiology, research
and medico-pharmaceutical information;
the SIFO information letter (quarterly 
publication) publicises the association's
activities together with administrative and
legal information; and the SIFO Bulletin 
is a two-monthly source of more detailed
information. 

For further information visit: www.sifo.it
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