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EPSA 

• Represents 120 000
students of pharmacy

• Umbrella association of
34 associations in 29
European countries

• Congresses 3 times a year
• Working Committees
• Lobbying body

www.epsa-online.org
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Aims of the EPSA research

• Stimulate discussion about the recognition 
of Ph. Care in European curricula

• Adapt the curricula in line with the needs of 
progressive pharmacy profession

• Implement innovative methods of teaching

• EAFP-EPSA Statement of Opinion on 
Pharmaceutical Care in Faculties throughout 
Europe 
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EPSA Survey on Pharmaceutical Care Education
• Aim: to give a precise picture of the level of education and the content 

of the curricula at the faculties of pharmacy
• Data collection: online version, September - November 2008

– 28 countries, 84 faculties
• Academic members

EPSA Questionnaire on Pharmaceutical Care
• Aim: to investigate students‘ knowledge about Ph. Care
• Data collection: paper version, EPSA-ESCP Scientific symposium 

(EPSA Autumn Assembly, Croatia 2008)
– 21 countries, 81 replies (Part I), 64 replies (Part II)

• Students
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Survey - Responding Countries
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• 28 countries responded

• 84 faculties
– 44% of European 

faculties of pharmacy 
(N=192)



Definition of Pharmaceutical Care

International Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP) in 1998:

“Pharmaceutical Care is the responsible provision of
pharmacotherapy for the purpose of achieving definite outcomes
that improve or maintain a patient’s quality of life. It is a collaborative
process that aims to prevent or identify and solve medicinal product
and health related problems. This is a continuous quality
improvement process for the use of medicinal products.”
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Students‘ perception of Ph. Care
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Yes

More or less

No 

Is Ph. Care important to you as a future 
pharmacist?

N=64 replies



2,4%

2,4%

54,2%

41,0%

0,0% 20,0% 40,0% 60,0%

No, not at all

No, but it is sometimes 
mentioned

Yes, as part of another 
course

Yes, as an entire course

N=83 faculties

Does your faculty offer lectures on 
pharmaceutical care?
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• FYR Macedonia
• Slovenia

• Romania
• Serbia, NS



Pharmaceutical Care as 
a part of other courses
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21,7%

28,3%

28,3%

34,8%

47,8%

52,2%

56,5%

0,0% 20,0% 40,0% 60,0%

Other

Pharmaceutical Care

Social Pharmacy

Clinical Pharmacology

Pharmacotherapeutics

Pharmacy Practice

Pharmacology

N=46 replies; 45 faculties

Other:
• Clinical pharmacy
• Hygiene 
• Introductory Course, 

Optional course: 
Quality Assured 
Medicine Use

• Coordinated topics



European Pharmaceutical Students’ Association

Friday, June 19, 2009 EAFP Annual Conference, Oslo, Norway

1,3%

28,8%

43,8%

56,3%

92,5%
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Experts from societies (e.g. patient 
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Doctors

Community/Hospital Pharmacists

Academic staff

N=80 faculties

Teachers of Pharmaceutical Care
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23,5%

26,5%
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E-learning

Projects

Seminars

Trainings

Interactive teaching

Case studies

Lectures

Used almost all 
the time

Used a lot

Used once in a 
while

N=34 faculties

Different methods 
of teaching Pharmaceutical Care
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2,5%

33,8%

35,0%

43,8%

43,8%

48,8%

67,5%

70,0%

76,3%

85,0%

0,0% 20,0% 40,0% 60,0% 80,0% 100,0%

Other

Management skills

Co-operation skills

A solid grounding in biomedical ethics

The ability to accept responsibility

Decission making ability

Communication skills

The ability to apply knowledge to specific problems

A solid grounding in pharmacology, …

Knowledge of the pharmaceutical care process

N=80 faculties

Skills aimed to be taught 
in Pharmaceutical Care



Students‘ perception of Ph. Care
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0,0% 20,0% 40,0% 60,0%

I Don't know

Not appropriate

Could be improved

Appropriate

Students‘ opinion about the pharmaceutical care 
curriculum in their faculty

N=62 replies



Students‘ perception of Ph. Care

European Pharmaceutical Students’ Association

Friday, June 19, 2009 EAFP Annual Conference, Oslo, Norway

6,3%

31,7%

41,3%

42,9%

65,1%

68,3%

77,8%

0,0% 20,0% 40,0% 60,0% 80,0% 100,0%

E-learning
Projects

Seminars
Lectures

Interactive teaching
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Case studies

The most appropriate way(s) of teaching 
pharmaceutical care?

N=63 replies



Limitations of the outcomes
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Survey
• Definition of the Pharmaceutical Care

• Validity of collected data – did academics really fill in the 
survey?

Questionnaire
• Selection of students



EPSA message

• Provide practice-based education to support the 
continuing professional development

• Progressive pharmacy profession needs more clinical 
experience; patient focused practice

• Innovative methods of teaching – e.g. real-life patient 
problem-solving situation, OSCE  (Objective structured 
clinical examination) 

• EAFP-EPSA Position Paper „Preparing the Pharmacists for 
a Future in the delivery of Pharmaceutical Care“
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European Pharmaceutical Students’ Association

Thank you! Hvala! Tak!
Köszönöm! Tesekkür! Díky! Ďakujem!

Dziekuje! Dankje! Gracia! Takk!
Tack! Blagodarya Merci!

Efharisto! Obrigado!   Ačiu! Danke
Blagodaram! Multumesc!

Kiitos! Grazie! Grazzi! Paldies!

EAFP Annual Conference, Oslo, NorwayFriday, June 19, 2009



Contacts
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EPSA
19-21 rue du Luxembourg
1000 Brussels, Belgium

Internet: www.epsa-online.org

Correspondence: aja.petrikova@gmail.com
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